FIRST OVER EVEREST
or added to because of die strange environment in which it was
to do its work. Thus added to the labours of selection were
many experiments, trials and investigations, which kept us
fully occupied throughout the summer and autumn of 1932.
It was fortunate for the expedition that as early as the spring of
1932, die Air Ministry had generously accorded the stored up
experience and technical resources of the Royal Aircraft
Establishment at South Farnborough, not to mention those of
the Experimental Establishment at Martlcsham Heath, and of
die R.A.F. School of Photography. These resources were
naturally of great value. In addition firms concerned in the
supply of instruments and stores were generous in exerting
efforts in the interests of the flight, the list of those who did
so being a long one. Similarly, our activities in India secured
die use of the landing-ground required, exemption from customs
duties, and other valuable facilities, including those of a meteoro-
logical nature.
By die end of September the two main obstacles to our air
attack on Everest had been surmounted. The technical plan-
ning was, but for some minor items, not only achieved, but
approved by experts, whilst the diplomatic or political side of
the organisation had attained its goal—the permission to fly
across Nepal. The last though not quite unconditional was
generous and gave a free field for our objective.
The third obstacle was the financial one. In die spring this
had not seemed as formidable as die others, for we found several
public-spirited individuals ready to contribute to the expedi-
tion's funds, in addition to which many firms gave concessions
of value were they to be expressed in terms of money, whilst
others gave money and many their time, experience and
resources.
As ill luck would have it, no sooner had we rounded off our
organisation, secured our sanctions and permissions, and com-
pleted our technical planning, than the full force of the financial
crisis of 1932 broke upon us. Those from whom we anticipated
much were compelled to withdraw, and in proportion anxieties
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